
#disastercamp 
hi, 



design  
+ disasters 

+ social media 

#disastercamp 
________________________ 



We study 
“natural disasters” 

in this class.  



We all know that 
earthquakes 



We all know that 
earthquakes 

and hurricanes 



We all know that 
earthquakes 

and hurricanes 
and tornadoes 



We all know that 
earthquakes 

and hurricanes 
and tornadoes 
occur in nature. 



BUT 



What’s a 
disaster? 



Are “natural 
disasters” 
inevitable? 



(Is this 
preventable?) 



Why do some people 
suffer more than 
others? 



Whose stories 
do we hear? 



A policeman aims his shotgun 
toward looters in downtown 
Port‐au‐Prince, Hai8. 
/LA TIMES  



Whose should we 
believe? 



In what has become a daily 
ritual in downtown Port‐au‐
Prince, looters carry goods out 
of stores, all while keeping an 
eye on nearby police. 
/ LA TIMES 



By the end of the course, 
you will have designed a 
concept for how people 
affected by disasters can 
use social media and 
other tools to save lives.  



hJp://bit.ly/
disastercamp2012pictures  



What do these 
images have in 
common? 

Where are they from? What do they depict? 
Who is taking them? What class do the 
vicPms belong to? What is their gender? 

Are there children? What are they wearing?  



Whose stories 
do we hear? 





Are “natural 
disasters” 
inevitable? 





The 
circumstances 
that make 
disasters deadly 
are usually social. 



In other words, 
they’re caused by 
humans. 





hJp://bit.ly/
disastercamp2012  





? 



What factors make some people more 
vulnerable to disasters than others? What’s 
the difference between a hazard and a 
disaster? Why do some people live in 
places that are more “hazardous”? How 
can human choices result in hazardous 
condiPons? What is vulnerability, in terms 
of disasters? 

In addiPon to answering these quesPons, write down 
any quesPons that come up in your group. 


