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The Problem

Hillary Clinton has said that the 19th century was marked by the fight against slavery, the 20th century was marked by the fight against totalitarianism, and that women’s rights are “the unfinished business of the 21st century.” Women’s equality worldwide stands to be the defining issue of our time. While the feminist movement has transformed the conversation about women’s rights in the United States, women worldwide still face gender-based violence (including honor killings, acid attacks and ritualized rape), trafficking and forced prostitution, poor medical treatment (including complications related to female genital mutilation / FGM), and obstacles to education.   
The Challenge
What do these issues mean for us? How do we situate ourselves in the global conversation about women’s rights? Students will first consider how feminism has developed in the United States, and then apply this thinking to a global scale. Should issues like FGM be understood from a cultural relativist perspective? What role should countries like the United States play in advocating for women’s rights in communities where women do not identify as being oppressed? How can young women and men actively engage with these issues from a distance? Students in this course will be challenged to confront these questions through readings, digital media, and discussions, and to help others consider these issues by leading a session at a NYC-based conference that will be held in January. 
Course Objectives

Through this course, students will understand the complex cultural, economic, religious and power structures that shape the lives of women around the world. With that understanding, students will examine significant problems in global feminism from multiple perspectives. Students will strengthen their own viewpoints with evidence from text and media while also assimilating new ideas and competing perspectives into their world view. 
Final Project (Mastery Demonstration Task)

This course will culminate in a student-organized conference that will be held in January 2014. The purpose of the conference is to share youth perspectives on topics related to global feminism (ranging from youth activism to country-specific questions), to teach others about the issues that are analyzed in this course, and to bring together other youth who are doing similar work in New York City. In addition to preparing a “presentation” for this conference (which may look like a workshop, a lecture, or facilitating a panel discussion), all students will also play a role in planning and executing the conference itself. 
Additional assignments will include:

· Weekly written reflections on Half the Sky chapters and film

· Co-reading Half the Sky with a partner (friend, family member) with documentation and reflection

· Weekly group presentations on women’s rights in a country of group’s choice
· “Makers” video that will feature an interview with a significant woman in each student’s life
· Book review of selected reading from 402’s feminist library

	Week
	Topics
	Assignments

	1/2
	Introduction to Feminism
	Reading bell hooks, Audre Lorde, A Day Without Feminism, Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack

	3
	Trafficking and Prostitution
Focus on India and Cambodia


	Reading Half the Sky (+ documentary), Patricia McCormick’s Sold, associated texts from reader, group presentation, weekly reflection


	4
	Gender-based violence
Focus on Sierra Leone

	Reading Half the Sky (+ documentary), Slave, associated texts from reader, group presentation, weekly reflection


	5
	Maternal Health
Focus on Somaliland


	Reading Half the Sky (+ documentary), associated texts from reader, group presentation, weekly reflection


	6
	Education and Empowerment


	Reading Half the Sky (+ documentary), associated texts from reader, group presentation, weekly reflection
* Hot Bread Kitchen



	7-8


	Conference preparation
	Presentation practice / feedback / delivery 
Makers video

Book review


Grading

OFFICIAL iSCHOOL GRADING POLICY:

· Productivity includes homework assignments, in class assignments, notes, notebook checks, being prepared for class, organization, supplies, flash cards, etc.  

· Contributing Factors includes attendance, participation, lateness to class and turning in late assignments, behavior, effort, etc. 

GLOBAL FEMINISM

Mastery:  70%


Productivity: 20%


Contributing Factors:  10%

Incomplete Grades:

Students who receive below a 65% will receive a 55 in the class.  The student’s productivity and contributing factors percentage grades will be locked in place at the end of the course, but a grade can be improved through demonstration of mastery (prior to the end of the following quarter).  

Students who receive a55 may be required to attend an after school class each week at a time to be determined by student and teacher.

Late Assignments

OFFICIAL iSCHOOL POLICY: Teachers will accept late productivity assignments 5 school days after the original due date.  The assignment must be completed in the presence of the assigning teacher (i.e. during Office Hours, or by appointment).  At this time the teacher has the option to assign additional work before deeming the original assignment complete.

All coursework is due on the date given at the beginning of the assignment/project. Late productivity work will be accepted up to five days after the due date, with a penalty of 10% off per day late. The assignment must be completed in my presence during my posted Office Hours, or by appointment.  

Student Absences

If a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to come to Office Hours the day he/she returns back to school find out what was missed the day he/she was absent.  The student is expected to turn in any assignments due on the day absent on the day immediately following the absence.  During an absence, students are expected to continue to check the course website and/or contact a classmate to keep up with course work.

Resources

· Students should get in the habit of checking iSchool email regularly, as teachers will communicate instructions, project feedback, etc. through email.

· Students should check the course Moodle daily, as assignments, templates, and resources will be posted there.

· Additional help is available during Office Hours or by appointment; My office hours are: Tuesday through Thursday, from 3:20 – 4pm. 

· If you have additional concerns please e-mail me at: cjenkins@nycischool.org
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